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109 February 4,1898 

Concerning reported cases of yellow fever in Mazatlan, Mexico. 

Washington, January 25, 1898. 
Sib: I have the honor, by direction of the Secretary of State, to 
inclose herewith for your information, copy of a note dated the 15th 
instant, from the Mexican minister at this capital, in which he makes 
representations in order to show that the reports of United States con- 
sular officers as to the existence of yellow fever at certain Mexican 
ports, especially Mazatlan, are exaggerated. 

Eespectfully, yours, ~ William E. Day, 

Assistant Secretary of State. 
Hon. Secbetaby of the Tbeasuby. 

[Inclosure No. 1.] 

Legation of Mexico, 
Washington, D. C, January 15, 1898. 

Mr. Secbetaby : I have the honor to send you, in pursuance of instructions received 
from the Government of Mexico, a copy of a communication addressed by the Depart- 
ment of the Interior to the Department of Foreign Relations on the 11th ultimo, trans- 
mitting a report from the superior board of health, bearing date of the 7th, concerning 
the yellow fever which is said to have prevailed at Mazatlan in September and October, 
1897. 

The Government of Mexico desires that the data contained in this report be brought 
to the knowledge of the United States Navy Department, to the end that they may 
serve to rectify the reports received by that Department from some United States con- 
suls in Mexican ports, with regard to the prevalence of yellow fever in those ports. 

The consuls may easily have been mistaken in the diagnosis of that disease, since 
even physicians sometimes confound it with the bilious-remittent fever that prevails in 
some ports. 

According to information received from the sanitary officer at Mazatlan, there were 
cases of yellow fever in that port from the 21st of September to the 14th of October 
last, in consequence of which the board directed him to state, in the bills of health 
issued by him to vessels leaving the port, the number of cases that had occurred and 
the nature of the disease, and if he did not make such a statement, saying, that the 
cases were (not?) yellow fever eases but suspicious cases, it was because he was, at the 
outset, not sure of their diagnosis, and because the cases had been isolated, and it'did 
not appear that they proceeded from a center of infection. 

The superior board of health, far from wishing to conceal the existence of yellow 
fever in Mexican ports, has instructed its agents to state, in the bills of health issued to 
vessels leaving port, the truth with respect to the sanitary condition of the locality and 
its environs, in order that full faith and credit may be given to said bills of health in 
the country to which those vessels are bound. 

Be pleased to accept, etc., M. Romebo, 

Mexican Minister to the United States. 

Hon. Secbetaby of State. 

[Inclosure No. 2.] 

Depaetment of the Intebior, 

City of Mexico, December 1, 1897. 

The superior board of health writes to this Department under date of the 7th instant, 
as follows : 

"In the session held by this board on the 4th instant, the following report of the 
committee on federal matters was approved. The Department of the Interior, in a 
communication bearing date of the 20th instant, has been pleased to transcribe to the 
board, requesting it to report a communication addressed to the Department of Foreign 
Relations on the 28th of October last, by the consul of Mexico at San Diego, Cal., stat- 
ing that the quarantine station at that port had received official advices to the effect that 
9 deaths had occurred at Mazatlan between September 26 and October 2 ; that the 
American consul at the same port had sent a telegram to the Department of State at 
Washington, informing it that yellow fever was not spreading ; there had been 9 deaths 
in seven days ; that the Mexican authorities had denied the existence of the disease 
until the 6th day of October ; that the public was not alarmed, and that sanitary pre- 
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cautions had been taken to prevent the spread of the disease ; and finally, that the 
officer in charge of the aforesaid station considered all vessels from the port of Mazatlan 
as suspicious, and deemed it his duty to quarantine any vessel arriving with sick per- 
sons on board, and also to disinfect it thoroughly before allowing it to hold communica- 
tion with the city. The consul adds that as communication between Ensenada de Todos 
Santos and Mazatlan is more frequent than between Mazatlan and San Diego, Cal., it is 
desirable that if an epidemic of yellow fever really exists at Mazatlan, sanitary precau- 
tions be taken at Ensenada de Todos Santos, with a view to preventing restrictions on 
communication with Ensenada from being imposed at San Diego. He concludes by 
saying that he would be glad to be informed whether the report that there is yellow 
fever at Mazatlan is correct, so that he may inform the sanitary authorities of the locality 
in order to save trouble and expense to passengers and vessels from that port. 

According to the data on file in the office of the secretary of the board, but 7 cases have 
been ascertained in which yellow fever was suspected to exist in the port of Mazatlan 
between September 21 and October 14. Since that time the health officer of that port has 
issued bills of health with the statement that there have been some cases in the town of 
disease that were suspected to be yellow fever, although in his opinion they were not yel- 
low fever cases. He bases this statement on the ground that those cases were wholly isolated 
ones, upon the condition of the town, since the temperature was improving very much and 
all alarm had ceased. After seven days from the time of the last case, he again issued 
clean bills of health, as no new case had occurred. On the 1st of November another sus- 
picious case occurred, which was shown, by the autopsy on the body, not to have been a 
case of yellow fever. It may be inferred from the foregoing that if there was any yel- 
low fever at Mazatlan, the persons attacked were few in number, that there was no 
center of infection, and that there have been no cases of the disease for more than a 
month ; so that, in the opinion of the committee, there is no reason to require that 
severe restrictions be imposed at Ensenada de Todos Santos upon vessels arriving there 
from Mazatlan, and it likewise thinks that this report should be transcribed to the 
consul of Mexico at San Diego, Cal., for his information, and for such purposes as may 
be proper. It therefore suggests to the board that a respectful communication, inclos- 
ing this report, be sent to the Secretary of the Interior, in reply to his note above 
referred to, and for such purposes as he may think proper. 

(Signed.) Liciaga, 

Luis Elguerr. 

City of Mexico, December 11, 1897. 
In compliance with what is contained in the concluding portion of the report above 
inserted, I have the honor to bring it to the knowledge of your excellency for such 
purposes as yon may think proper. I renew to you the assurances of my respectful 
consideration. 

I have the honor to transcribe to you the foregoing in reply to your communication 
on the subject, begging you to be pleased to transmit it to our consul at San Diego, Cal. 

G. Cosio. 
To the Secretary of Foreign Relations. 

TURKEY. 

Sanitary report from Constantinople. 

Constantinople, January 12, 1898. 
Sir : I beg to forward herewith for the Health Reports the report 
No. 183 of Dr. Zavitziano, United States sanitary commissioner. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

James B. Angell, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary. 
Hon. Secretary of State. 

[Report No. 183 — Inclosure.] 

Constantinople, January IS, 1898. 

The sanitary news received from the sanitary physician at Preveza in Epirus states 
that in consequence of stringent sanitary steps taken by the local authorities the small- 
pox epidemic has been nearly stifled. He does not say whether these stringent sani- 
tary steps consist of compulsory vaccination. 

From the other provinces the official sanitary news seems to be satisfactory. It is 



